COMMONWEALTH & RESTORATION

the resolution to which the Pilgrim Fathers came of
seeking a home beyond the Atlantic was that not
even in Protestant Holland could they 'with ten
years endeavour bring their neighbours particularly
to any suitable observation of the Lord's Day; with-
out which they knew that all practical Religion must
wither miserably'. There speaks the English Puritan.
To our own day almost, the test of a man's religion in

secular came back, acknowledged or unacknowledged, something of the
Jewish* belief that worldly prosperity was a sign of God's approval of the
fortunate person's conduct, person's or nation's: *And it shall come to
pass if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God,
to observe to do all his commandments which I command thee this day,
that the Loni thy God will set thee on high above all the nations of the

earth___Blessed shalt thou be in the city and blessed shalt thou be in the

field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground,
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the young of thy
flock, etc.* The Catholic thought, if I may take Dante for guide, had been
otherwise, that wealth is no reward but a trial: 'Master, I said to him, now
tell me also: this Fortune of which thou hintest to me; what is she, that
has the good things of the world thus within her clutches? And he said
to me: 0 foolish creatures, how great is this ignorance which falls upon
ye. Now I wish thee to receive my judgement of her. He whose wisdom
is transcendent over all made the heavens and gave them guides so that
every part may shine to every part equally distributing the light. In like
manner, for worldly splendours, he ordained a general minister and guide
to change betimes the vain possessions from people to people, and from
one kindred to another, beyond the hindrance of human wisdom. Hence
one people commands, another languishes; obeying her sentence, which
is hidden like the serpent in the grass. Your knowledge cannot withstand
her. She provides, judges, and maintains her kingdom, as the other gods
do theirs. Her permutations have no truce. Necessity makes her be swift;
so often come things requiring change. This is she who is so much reviled.
But she in bliss hears it not. With the other Primal Creatures joyful she
wheels her sphere and tastes her blessedness.* I seem to remember a time
when our commercial prosperity was ascribed by some people to our
stricter observance of the Sabbath than has ever been customary in the
continent. A Scot in Italy has told me how it puzded him at first to find
young Catholics ready to give the whole of Sunday to a picnic, having
been to Mass at an early hour of the morning. On the other hand, when
this strictness breaks down, as it has done to an amazing extent with the
advent of the bicycle, the motor-car, and the war, the consequence is a secu-
larity of a thorough-going character, a spiritual vacancy which is liable
to be invaded by an irruption of all sorts and descriptions of eccentric
creeds and practices.
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